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Council investigation officer Inspection and Recommendation Report 
Clause 17(2), Part 8 of Schedule 5, of the Environmental Planning and Assessment 

Act 1979 (the Act) 
 

File:  CSM 3005045      Officer: B. Badyari       Date: 3 August 2023 
 

Premises: 429A Pitt Street, HAYMARKET NSW  2000 
 

Executive Summary:  
 
Council received correspondence from the Commissioner of Fire and Rescue NSW (FRNSW) in 
relation to the 429A Club, 429A Pitt Street, Haymarket on 19 June 2023, with respect to matters of 
fire safety.  
 

The premises is used as a brothel known as, “429A Club”, containing 2 levels with 12 rooms, 
including office and staff room. Records indicate the building was erected around 1941.  

An inspection of the premises undertaken by a Council investigation officer in the presence of the 
building owner, pertaining to new fire safety matters, which revealed that the premises are deficient 
in fire safety and egress provisions in the following areas:  
 
(i) Inadequate fire detection and alarm systems; 
 
(ii) A lack of adequate facilities for firefighting;  
 
(iii) Suitable fire resisting construction to prevent the spread of fire; 
 
(iv) No emergency lighting for occupants to provide safety evacuate the building in the event of a fire 
 
(v) Poor fire safety management systems (signs/notices/not displayed etc.) in place  
 
Council investigations have revealed that the premises are deficient in the provisions for fire safety 
and that a fire safety order is to be issued under Schedule 5 of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act, 1979 so as to ensure and promote adequate facilities for fire safety/fire safety 
awareness. 
 
Observation of the external features of the building did not identify the existence of any potential 
combustible composite cladding on the façade of the building.  
 

Chronology:  
 

21/06/2023 FRNSW correspondence received dated 19 June 2023 received regarding premises 
referred to as 429A Pitt Street Sydney (being 429-429A Pitt Street, Sydney) 

11/07/2023 An inspection of the subject premises was undertaken by a Council officer, and noted the 
following: 
1.Building equipped with several fire safety measures noted, including building occupant 
warning system, heat detectors/and smoke detectors with several smoke detectors been 
removed and fire extinguishers. 
2. Fire isolated exit stairways were provided, with self-closing fire doors 
3. Clear signage displayed on the cupboard reading Fire indicator panel 
4. The Alarm Signalling Equipment (ASE) displaying yellow LED flashing light next the fault 
5. Inadequate Exit signage noted 
6. Fire safety evacuation procedures displayed inundated.  
6. An Annual Fire Safety Statement dated 2023, was not displayed in prominent area, copy 
provided on site for display.  

3/08/2023 Notice of Intention for fire safety Order issued. (TRIM 2023/456281) 
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FIRE AND RESCUE NSW REPORT: 

 
References: [BFS23/6 (25732); D23/50968/] 
 
Fire and Rescue NSW conducted an inspection on 5 June 2023 of the subject premises after 
receiving an enquiry about fire safety matters pertaining to the automatic smoke detectors and 
alarm system on level 1, missing detectors and signage and no annual fire safety statement on 
display. 
 
Issues: The report from FRNSW detailed the following observations. 
 

Issue City response 

 
Essential service measures 
1A Automatic smoke detection and alarm system: 
A At the time of inspection, the fire brigade panel (FBP) 
was clear of all faults and isolations and the system 
appeared to be operating normally. 

 
B One smoke detector, at the top of the stair on level 1 

(outside the entry door), had been removed from its 
installed location. In this regard, the detector was 
missing from its mounting bracket. 

 
C The door to the cupboard containing the FBP, was 
not marked with the words “FIRE PANEL” in letters not 
less than 50mm high. Contrary to the requirements of 
clause 3.9.2 of AS1670.1-2018. 

 
D The detectors throughout level 1 and level 2 
appeared to be a combination of smoke and thermal 
detectors, contrary to the requirements of specification 
20 of the NCC and AS1670.1-2018. 

 
1B Alarm Signalling Equipment (ASE): 
A. The ‘ASE’ status was displaying a flashing yellow 

LED light next to the fault function label, indicating 
there may be an issue with the ASE. 
 

1C. Exit signs: 
A. One exit sign on the first-floor level was not 

illuminated and had not been maintained, contrary 
to the requirements of section 81 of the EPAR 
2021. 

 
1D. Annual Fire Safety Statement: 

A. A copy of the current AFSS was not prominently 
displayed within the building in accordance with 
section 89 of the EPAR 2021. 

 
 
 

• No faults observed at the time of 
inspections. 
 
 

• Inspection revealed that several smoke 
detectors removed on level 1 and 2, to be 
addressed by issuing Notice/Order 
 
 

• FBP signage displayed at the time of 
inspections. 
 

 

• to be addressed by issuing Notice/Order 
 
 
 
 
 

•  to be addressed by issuing Notice/Order 
 
 
 
 

• to be addressed by issuing Notice/Order 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• to be addressed by issuing Notice/Order 
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FRNSW is therefore of the opinion that there are inadequate provisions for fire safety within the 
building. 
 
 
FRNSW Recommendations 
 
Inspect and appropriately address the items of this report.  

 
COUNCIL INVESTIGATION OFFICER RECOMMENDATIONS:  

Issue 
Order 
(NOI) 

Issue 
emergency 
Order 

Issue a 
compliance 
letter of 
instruction 

Cited 
Matters 
rectified 

Continue to undertake 
compliance action in 
response to issued 
Council 
correspondence 

Continue with 

compliance 

actions under the 

current Council 

Order 

Other  
(to 
specify) 

 
 
As a result of a site inspection undertaken by Council’s investigation officers a notice of intention 
(NOI) for a fire safety order has been issued under Schedule 5 of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act, 1979 to address the fire safety deficiencies identified by FRNSW and Council’s 
investigation officer.  
 
The issue of a fire safety order will ensure that suitable fire safety systems are in position throughout 
the building to provide improved and adequate provisions for fire safety. 

 
That the Commissioner of FRNSW be advised of Council’s actions and determination. 
 
Referenced/Attached Documents: 
 

2023/376740 FRNSW S9.32 report dated 19 June 2023  

 
Trim Reference: 2023/376740-03                                   CSM reference:  3005045 
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